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Chair of Trustees' Report
Often, it’s only when you look 
back that you can see how 
much has been achieved. 

And there is much to see! I was 
delighted to join one of the Bird Walks 
and Talks, and only last week  I was 
watching a pair of kingfishers in 
Lockwood and hearing about a further 
3 nesting pairs. Indeed, our Magdale 
biodiversity blitz in May highlighted 
the amazing range of flora and fauna in 
what is a relatively small area. 
Meanwhile, fishermen are saying the 
River Holme is one of the best kept 
fishing secrets in the UK. Our healthy 
heron population doesn’t disagree!

Signing off this year, I firmly believe the 
valuable work of our hundred-plus 
volunteers, staff and trustees, enabled 
by all our financial sponsors (thank 
you), do inspire hope for the future. The 
River Holme is a flagship for fighting 
climate change in a positive and 
collaborative way, and I’m confident 
with the new trustee team going 
forward, nature and people’s health and 
wellbeing will be the winner. 

2021 has been my sixth year as Chair 
of Trustees, a position I’ve been 
honoured, and humbled, to hold. 
Honoured to head a charity that has 
made vast improvements to our river 
catchment in less than a decade, and 
humbled by the commitment, 
dedication and hard work of our 
team, trustees and volunteers, some 
of whom have been with us from the 
start of this journey.

Once again, the sheer amount of work 
that has taken place over the past 
year has been astounding. For me, the 
engagement and success with young 
people, especially on our Youth 
Engagement Project, (after 5 years of 
trying!) is a personal highlight. Despite 
(or perhaps due to) Covid we have 
seen a step change in young people 
accessing and enjoying nature along 
the River Holme. Feedback has been 
tremendous, especially from local 
communities enjoying the river 
access improvements we’ve made at 
Bottoms Mill, Spa Wood and 
Thongsbridge Wild Space. 

We also welcomed Shona Searson of 
Yorkshire Vet fame, as our charity’s 
Ambassador. Shona hails from 
Meltham, and her work with
landowners coupled with her passion
for the environment very much 
chime with our values and ambitions. 

In 2022, my tenure as Chair of 
Trustees comes to an end as 
dictated by our constitution. I will 
leave the reigns in the very capable 
hands of Lynva Russell, who makes a 
welcome return to the Board. Mike 
Williams and Richard Ashley have 
also completed their tenure as 
trustees, and will join me in stepping 
down in April 2022. I’d like to take 
this opportunity to thank them for 
their tireless work over the past six 
years, and wish them and the 
incoming team all the best for the 
future. 

Media talk around climate change is, I 
feel, too weighted with doom and 
gloom. While I agree we need to turn 
up the volume, and encourage people 
and businesses to change 
behaviours, there is reason for 
optimism. Listening to my sons and 
their friends, all in their early twenties, 
I see energy, ideas, and positivity: 

River Holme Connections does that 
brilliantly to my mind and it's why the 
work of everybody associated with our 
charity and the projects highlighted in 
our sixth annual report is so vital… and 
inspiring. And will continue to be so as 
we continue our work with youngsters 
and look towards revitalising the 
Riverside Way in 2022.

I often describe this part of the world 
as the ‘petri dish’ of climate change. 
The Holme catchment is an incredibly 
important strategic beacon for our net 
zero and biodiversity aspirations. It is 
one of the headwaters of the Aire and 
Calder catchment, which is part of the 
Humber basin that drains 20% of 
England. It means our work with 
landowners to improve water quality, 
reduce runoff and control invasive 
species has a cumulative benefit 
downstream. By being in the middle of 
the UK, we can also track how nature is 
adapting as the warmer temperatures 
migrate north. Two years ago, a silver 
backed fritillary butterfly sighted in 
the Peak District caused a stir, as 
they're associated with warmer 
conditions in southern England. How 
soon will it be before we see one in the 
Holme Valley?

The Holme 
catchment is an 

incredibly important 
strategic beacon...

...the work of 
everybody 

associated with our 
charity and the 

projects highlighted 
in our sixth annual 
report is so vital… 

and inspiring.

Adrian Barraclough 
Chair 

clear signals of hope, which need to be 
nurtured if we are to achieve net zero 
and reverse the decline of biodiversity.
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Executive summary
In 2021, we cautiously 
emerged from the shadow of 
the global pandemic. 
Despite the challenges of lingering 
lockdowns during the first few 
months, the team achieved a great 
deal during 2021. Almost 17,000 
trees were planted, despite the 
first part of the planting season 
coinciding with another lockdown. 
We exceeded our crowdfunding 
target for Thongsbridge Wild 
Space, and it was satisfying to see 
the project come to fruition and 
provide a valuable community 
space for visitors, residents, 
schools and colleges to connect 
with nature. Events returned with 
specialists hosting informational 
walks and talks both online and in 
person. 

As always, our volunteers were 
supported by our team of staff 
and trustees, which changed little 
throughout the year. We did, 
however, say farewell to Ella 
Scharff, who completed her Year in 
Industry Placement, and 
subsequently welcomed Luke 
Sherwood, who quickly became an 
integral part of the team.  

Strategic partnerships are 
becoming ever more important as 
we look to play a part in improving 
the wider catchment. The River 
Holme catchment is at the head of 
a hugely important river system, 
feeding into the Calder catchment 
and eventually the Humber basin. 
By working with organisations such 
as the White Rose Forest, Peak 
District National Park Authority and 
Calder Rivers Trust, we can 
achieve more than would ever be 
possible by working in isolation. 

This year, we also strengthened our 
commitment to the environment by 
formally introducing a policy to 
adhere to the principles of the 
circular economy and reduce our 
carbon footprint even further.

Looking to the future and, Covid- 
restrictions allowing, one of our 
major objectives for 2022 is to 
resurrect our education programme 
and re-establish our valuable links 
with infant, primary and secondary 
schools throughout the catchment.

Our Stewardship scheme continues 
to gain momentum, as does our 
persistent battle with invasive 
species throughout the catchment. 
We treated 18.5km of river for 
Japanese knotweed and bashed 
several miles worth of Himalayan 
balsam.  

The same is true for partnerships 
with local charities and community 
organisations. In 2021, we 
supported Bioblitz projects with 
Friends of Honley Old Wood, and 
Honley Village Community Trust. 

In 2021, both income and 
expenditure rose significantly 
(income by 63% and expenditure by 
98%). This was almost entirely due to 
a large-scale tree and hedge planting 
project, 'Banks and Branches', with 
two other partners, in which we took 
the lead. 

Although we’d continued working 
within Government guidelines to 
improve the river catchment 
throughout lockdown, much of the 
work took place independently or, 
when allowed, in small, socially 
distanced groups. As restrictions 
lifted, it was encouraging to see 
many familiar and new faces join our 
volunteer events and Third Saturday 
Work Party. The tireless work of our 
volunteers, who donated more than 
2,800 hours of their time, is the fuel 
that keeps our charity running.  

In turn, this resulted in a proportional 
increase in materials and equipment, 
however other costs were 
maintained, and staff costs rose in 
line with inflation.

We were also grateful to be named as 
the chosen charity for Holmfirth WI.
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Our commitment to the environment
As a charity committed to improving the environment we have always been environmentally conscious in 
the way that we work. Often, simple, common-sense steps can make a big difference and, in 2021, we 
made a dedicated commitment to be even more proactive in our efforts to reduce our carbon footprint 
and promote the circular economy. 

Biodegradable tree protectors 
trialled.
Routinely remove plastic tree 
protectors from previous 
planting schemes, for re-using 
or recycling.

River Steward operations
Reminder notice to switch off 
electrical appliances and 
lights placed on office door.

Energy saving in the office

These are the initiatives that we introduced during 2021.

Purchase only 100% 
recyclable paper
Print leaflets on recycled 
paper, which is non-glossy, 
and therefore recyclable too.
Purchase only original printer

Printing and stationery 
Purchasing policy changed to 
reflect a commitment to the 
circular economy. This 
involves sharing, leasing, 
reusing, repairing, refurbishing 
and recycling existing 
materials and products for as 
long as possible.

Policy and procedures

cartridges which are returned 
to the supplier for recycling.

Our approach
During 2021, supported by our trustees, helped by volunteers and in partnership with like-minded 
organisations, we continued our work to improve the River Holme catchment for people and wildlife. Once 
again, all projects, events and activities adhered to the prevailing Government Covid-19 guidelines.

Strategic partnerships
To this end, we’ve continued 
working collaboratively with 
organisations including Our Future 
Landscapes, The Upper Holme 
and Colne Catchment group and 
the 3Valleys Nature Park. This 
collective approach gives us the 
opportunity to work strategically 
with several local partners, 
including Kirklees MBC, White 
Rose Forest, Environment Agency, 
Calder Catchment Partnership,

It's a joined up, coordinated 
approach that is making a real 
difference to the quality of rivers in 
our catchment and beyond. 

Calder Rivers Trust, the Peak
District National Park Authority, 
Moors for the Future, National Trust, 
Yorkshire Water, The Woodland 
Trust, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, 
University of Huddersfield and 
EPIKS (formerly Greenstreams).

This year, we’ve continued to 
build on the solid foundations of 
our first five years as a charity. 

We’ve strengthened our strategic 
partnerships, with organisations 
and communities that are vital for 
the catchment-based approach 
(CaBA). By working together 
towards common goals, CaBA 
enables us to play an effective 
role in improving the larger river 
system. 
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Jane
Skilling

Ella 
Scharff

Luke
Sherwood

Simon
Hirst

River Holme Connections team

Our people

Trustees

This year saw little change in terms of personnel. Our charity is operated by a knowledgeable, skilled and 
productive team steered by the Board of Trustees, helped by volunteers and supported by business and 
funding partners. 

The Board of Trustees is responsible for leading and running the charity in a business-focussed and 
socially responsible way. Between them, they have a range of skills and experience, and are passionate 
about improving the catchment for people and wildlife. Sue Lee Richards, Mike Dolton and Pam King, who 
joined as trustees in 2020, have contributed greatly to the Board's breadth of knowledge, and capability.

Our team continues to be led by River 
Steward, Simon Hirst, and Operations 
Support, Jane Skilling. During the first part 
of the year, the team were ably assisted 
by student, Ella Scharff, who completed 
her Year in Industry placement in May. In 
July, Luke Sherwood was appointed as the
new Year in Industry placement. 

Annual strategy day: RHC Trustees and staff

Jeanette Dyson (right) worked with the team on communication projects 
and wrote the annual review. Fundraising consultant, Julie MacNaughton 
(far right) supported the team with fundraising bids. 
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Luke in action treating Japanese knotweed 

Ambassador
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Year in Industry Placement

Shona Searson, 
RHC Ambassador

In the autumn, we welcomed 
Shona Searson, star of 
Channel 5’s The Yorkshire Vet, 
as our Ambassador. 

“I’m excited to be involved with 
River Holme Connections. Clean, 
healthy waterways provide water 
for drinking, and are a breeding 
ground for invertebrates, which 
are the building blocks for our 
food chain. It’s so important that 
we look after our rivers, not just 
now but in the future.”

We're looking forward to working 
with Shona over the coming year 
to promote our charity's work to 
new, younger audiences.

improving the river environment, 
Shona is interested in our work 
with schools and young people.

Shona grew up in Meltham, and 
still lives and works in the area. 
She is committed to helping us 
spread the message about how 
important our river systems are 
for life, saying: 

As well as sharing our values 
around conservation and

“Many young people are growing 
up in towns and cities, and have 
a real disconnect with the 
natural world. I know River Holme 
Connections is working hard to 
bring river life into schools and 
to take children out into the 
countryside. Being involved with 
a charity that is giving young 
people practical opportunities 
to explore the natural world and 
learn about what it has to offer 
is so exciting.” 

Contents

Luke said: "Living in the Lake District has been an outdoor adventure. Amazingly the local Holme Valley 
waterways have so much to offer too. Witnessing the positive influence that nature has on people is 
transformative. I'm looking forward to making a real difference in the next few months."

Luke Sherwood joined the team in July, as the new Year in Industry placement. Taking a year out from his 
degree in Marine & Freshwater Conservation at Cumbria University, Luke quickly settled into life at River 
Holme Connections. He's been involved in the 'Bioblitz' , American Signal crayfish monitoring and more. 

In May, we said a fond farewell to Ella Scharff. As our first Year in Industry placement, Ella proved a valuable 
team member. She became involved in many projects, including INNS, Riverfly monitoring and the 
Thongsbridge Wild Space. We wish Ella every success as she returns to complete her degree course.  



Our volunteers
We owe much of our success over 
the past six years to the continued 
support and help of our volunteers. 
These are the people who swell our 
workforce and help us to make a 
difference. Some have been with us 
from the beginning, while others 
have joined more recently. 

Through the Covid-19 lockdown, 
many continued to work remotely or 
independently, helping to raise funds, 
pick litter, grow plug plants and more. 
This year, as restrictions eased, we 
were delighted to welcome many 

As in previous years, our volunteers 
supported us throughout 2021, using their 
skills and knowledge to help our charity 
both practically and creatively. They 
assisted with everything from work parties 
and tree planting events to photography 
and handicrafts. Like many small charities,
we rely heavily on the support of our
volunteers and consider them an invaluable 
and integral part of our team. 

We’d like to send 
our heartfelt thanks 

to everyone who 
generously gave 
their time and 

support over the 
past year. 

familiar faces to our Covid-safe work parties 
and events, and meet new people too. 

Spa Wood clean up

Tree planting 

Path clearing, Bottoms Mill

River tidy, Holmfirth Volunteers, Bottoms Mill,

Magdale

 Crown Bottom tidy
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Numbers at a glance



School holiday events
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, our schools' programme remained on hold throughout 2021. We did, however
host activities and attend events during school holidays aimed at primary school aged children.

Christmas cards:
This year, we raised money by 
selling River Holme Connections 
Christmas cards. In line with our 
circular economy policy, the 
cards were produced in the UK 
using 100 percent biodegradable 
materials. Packs could be 
purchased online from 
charitycardsonline.com or from 
the office.  

Handmade gifts:
Our skilled volunteers, Sue and 
Christine, made jams, chutneys 
and wooden gifts, which we 
sold from the office.

Activities
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Fundraising and volunteer activities

2022 calendar:
Once again, our long-standing 
volunteer and wildlife photographer, 
Mick Forster Jones, designed and 
created the River Holme Connections 
fundraising calendar. Our 2022 
calendar featured Mick’s stunning 
photos of local wildlife, and proved 
incredibly popular with all 450 sold in 
no time. Our thanks also goes to the 
local businesses that supported us by 
selling calendars, namely: Your Nuts, 
Taylors Foodstore, The Old Bridge, 
Scholes Post Office and Read 
Bookstore. 

Despite Covid-19 lockdowns and restrictions on gatherings persisting during the first part of the year, 
together we achieved a great deal over the course of 2021.

Filming
Volunteer and videographer, 
Sue Harrison, created several 
short videos including ‘Sue’s 
Guide to Making a Birdfeeder’. 
Sue also collated footage 
throughout the year from the 
Wildlife Monitoring Project. The 
compilation video is due to be 
completed in February 2022.    

Newsome Fun Day: 4 August
Our stand at the community event offered 
people of all ages the opportunity to get to 
know their stretch of river, plus arts and 
crafts, bugs and willow weaving.

Fair Trader Family Nature Trail: 
16-21 February & 5-11 April
In collaboration with Fair Trader, Holmfirth, 
we organised half-term and Easter activities 
for families. 



Third Saturday Work Parties return
Our popular Third Saturday Work Party returned in June when lockdown restrictions eased. Our volunteers
returned to help out at our Covid-safe events, funded by Yorkshire Water, which took place throughout
the catchment and involved clearing paths, picking litter, planting trees and more.
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Ravens nesting at Bottoms Mill

Events
Online Quiz: 26 January 
Our online quiz proved popular, 
with 12 teams entering. The event 
raised £82 and was a hit with all 
those who took part, with one 
person writing: “It was like 
bringing a bundle of fun in to my 
home”.

Laurence Rose Talk: 25 February
Holmfirth-based conservationist 
and writer, Laurence Rose, gave 
an online talk based on his latest 
book, Framing Nature – 
Conservation and Culture. He 
talked about the species that 
inspired his research into the 
cultural aspects of conservation. 
Feedback from the 39 attendees 
was extremely positive with 75% 
rating the event ‘Excellent’ and 
the remaining 25% rating it ‘Very 
good’. 

Magdale Bioblitz: 29 May
Funded by The Nineveh 
Charitable Trust, the Magdale 
Bioblitz place involved identifying 
all the animals and plants present 
at Magdale. There were two, 2- 
hour sessions (morning and 
afternoon), during which 
volunteers, supported by experts, 
identified more than 60 plant, 18 
tree, 7  butterfly and 18 bird 
species.

Meltham Pleasure Grounds 
Walk & Talk: 16 June
Christine Senior led 16 people 
around Meltham Pleasure 
Grounds, to learn about the area's 
nature and industrial history.

Open Day: 5 August
Thanks to The Old Bridge in 
Holmfirth for hosting our Open
Day. More than 20 people 
attended the event, which is an 
opportunity to raise awareness 
about our work.

Sands Walk & Talk: 23 June  
Christine Senior led the walk from 
Sands recreation ground to 
Bottoms Mill, which covered two 
of our project areas and took in
the local nature.

Thongsbridge Walk & Talk:         
26 June  
A circular walk from around 
Thongsbridge led by Christine 
Senior examined the history of 
transport and industry in the area.

Bat Walk & Talk: 27 August
To celebrate International Bat 
Evening, we hosted a bat walk 
and talk through Spa Wood led 
by Seoniadh Jamieson. The event 
attracted 25 individuals and 
excellent feedback. One 
impressed attendee commented: 
“You must charge for an event 
like this!”

Honley Old Wood Bioblitz:           
11 August
Together with Honley Village 
Trust, and funded by The Nineveh 
Charitable Trust, we supported 
the Honley Old Wood Bioblitz. 
The event identified more than 
40 plant, 20 bird and 8 butterfly 
species.

Laurence Rose Talk

Magdale Bioblitz

Common Darter, Honley Old Wood

Honley Old Wood Bioblitz

New Mill: 19 August
Thanks to funding from Central 
England Co-op, we participated in 
the August community day, building 
bird and bat boxes, in New Mill.

New Mill Community Day
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Projects
In 2021, we continued with many of our ongoing projects, completed others and started new ones. Thank 
you to the volunteers, businesses, organisations and funding partners who made this happen.

Thongsbridge Wild Space
Thanks to a successful crowdfunding 
campaign, including support from 
individuals, charities and
organisations, we smashed our 
original target, raising more than 
£17,500 to create Thongsbridge Wild
Space. With help from volunteers we 
have since created a community 
destination where people can visit to 
be around nature. New paths allowing 
easy wheelchair and pushchair 
access encourage people to explore 
the area. New woodlands and 
wildflower meadows encourage 
wildlife and we created a forest 
learning area, which is perfect for 
schools and visitors to enjoy botany, 
foraging and learning traditional skills, 
including carving, coppicing and 
willow weaving. 

River Revamp
We received funding from Postcode 
Neighbourhood Trust, a grant-giving 
charity funded entirely by players of 
People’s Postcode Lottery, for our 
year-long River Revamp project in 
November 2021. The grant funded 
equipment and training. The project 
will continue until November 2022 
and will include a number of 
activities ranging from INNS 
management and tree and hedge 
planting to meadow management 
and replanting.

Over the past year we’ve worked
with many businesses, including:
Bower Roebuck, Burton Safes and
Perseverance Mills Lockwood. 

We’ve also partnered with Turner 
Townsend, running Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) days for their 
colleagues. 

River Stewardship
Our ongoing River Stewardship 
Scheme, aims to create and maintain 
healthy riverside areas. We build 
partnerships and look after riverside 
areas for landowners, home and 
business owners. 

Our work can involve anything from 
river clean-ups and tree planting to 
Japanese knotweed management 
and wildlife habitat improvement.

INNS Out
Invasive non-native species (INNS), 
including Japanese knotweed, 
Himalayan balsam, giant hogweed 
and more, continue to colonise our 
riverbanks. INNS damage the 
environment by crowding out native 
species and reducing biodiversity. To 
address the issue, we:

Treated 18.5 km of riverbank for
Japanese knotweed, spraying
4,848 square metres and
injecting 433 stems.
Held Balsam Bashing work
parties, clearing 5.5km of river
from Digley to Thongsbridge and
started work on the River Ribble 
 catchment.
Treated giant hogweed, where
sighted, at Mag Brook and
Thongsbridge. 
Removed American skunk
cabbage from Meltham Pleasure
Grounds.
Educated people via social media
on spotting and reporting
Japanese knotweed, American
skunk cabbage and giant
hogweed, and how to deal with
Himalayan balsam.
Replanted treated areas with
native species.

CSR

Preparing Thongsbridge Wildspace

Thongsbridge Wildspace, wildflower meadow

Planting trees as part of the River Revamp

Treating giant hogweed

Spraying Japanese knotweed

Himalayan balsam bashing
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Tree planting Choppards Bank

Tree planting Meltham

Saplings for Meltham

Hedgerow, Snape Clough, Meltham 

Wild Trout Trust
We are now part of the Wild Trout 
Trust’s Trout in the Town initiative. In 
February, we obtained Bronze 
accreditation, which means we are 
actively managing the river 
environment to create a favourable 
habitat for trout. 

Wildlife Monitoring Project
Funded by the Nineveh Charitable 
Trust, we’re monitoring wildlife in the 
Holme Valley via Go Pros and 
Camera Traps (day and night). With 
help from volunteers we captured
footage of badgers, roe deer, owls 
and underwater footage of brown 
trout and crayfish. We also partnered 
with Honley Village Trust, Friends of 
Honley Old Woods to carry out 
Bioblitz events at Magdale and 
Honley Old Wood.

Water @ Holme 
Thanks to funding from Yorkshire 
Water Community Benefit Fund, 
we’re raising awareness of pollution 
sources within our catchment. The 
three-year project involves two 
catchment-wide campaigns, 
involving education and community 
action days:

Green Waste raises awareness 
of the pollution from green waste.
Only Rain Down the Drain raises 
awareness of the water pollution 
caused by contaminants entering 
the river system via drains.

White Rose Forest
We are part of the UKs biggest
woodland creation project. As a
White Rose Forest partner, and with
funding from Trees for Climate, we’ve
created a new 1.6ha native woodland
in Meltham. 

Tree planting
Planting native trees in appropriate 
places helps the environment by 
capturing carbon, providing food and 
shelter for native wildlife and 
assisting with flood management. We 
are involved with several projects 
throughout the catchment, and 
planted a total of 16,814 native trees 
and hedges during 2021. 

Environment Agency Banks and 
Branches 
In a joint venture with Environment 
Agency we planted 12,000 trees on a 
single site at Snape Clough, Meltham.

We also received funding from Bright 
Green Community Trust and 
Holmfirth Transition Town (HoTT) 
thanks to funds administered via the 
One Community Foundation, Coop 
Community Fund, Woodland Trust, 
Kirklees MBC, TCV and OVO energy, 
to plant trees and hedges throughout 
the catchment. 

Riverside Way Rebranding
The Riverside Way runs from Digley 
Reservoir, following the River Holme 
to where it meets the River Colne 
near Huddersfield town centre. In 
places the route has fallen into 
disrepair and there is no electronic 
map. This is an ongoing project and 
in previous years, we’ve mapped the 
Riverside Way in full, assessing the 
damage and work required. In 2021, 
we received funding from Holme 
Valley Parish Council for a public 
consultation regarding rebranding
the Riverside Way.

Special thanks to our volunteer, Jean, 
who spent hours supporting the 
project development work and  
completing land registry searches.  

Following a public vote via social 
media, the image of a dipper (above) 
was chosen as the new logo to 
accompany the future facelift.  



Reach
Instagram

Most effective post: Tree theft, 
Thongsbridge Wildspace: 11,423 
reach, 4,154 engagements

Facebook Newstream

Subscribers:  524 
Open rate:  42.9% 
Clicks per unique open: 38.75 

Editorial coverage

Online articles:  3

Twitter
Followers: 1,057 
Av. mth. impressions: 
16,753 

Videos posted: 7 
Subscribers: 22 
Av. views per video: 41
Most popular video: Brown Trout 
along the River Holme at Brockholes
(120 views)

Education

Path clearing, Bottoms Mill

River Holme Youth Group They chose to be called River Holme 
Youth Group, and their first group 
action was to survey young people 
via social media to discover how the 
river environment helps young 
people, and what improvements they 
would like to see within the River 
Holme catchment.

River Holme Youth Group meets 
once per month and are now in the
process of determining which 
suggestions are feasible and 
developing a proposal to fund their 
improvement project.

Our charity is forging closer links with 
the University of Huddersfield. In 
2021, two geography students used 
the River Holme as the subject of 
their final year dissertation. 
Louise Britton looked at how acid 
mine drainage affected water quality, 
while Summer Cunningham 
investigated the effect of Brockholes 
wastewater treatment plant on the 
river. The students presented their 
study and findings to the River 
Holme Connections team in July.  

University of Huddersfield

The workshops proved incredibly 
popular with 25-30 children 
attending each session.  

In 2021, we worked with Thornton 
Lodge Action Group and artist, 
Emma, to host nature-based art and 
craft sessions for local children aged 
six to 12-years-old on Sundays 
during the autumn, and through the 
school Christmas holidays.

Our National Lottery funded project 
involves providing community art 
workshops within the HD4 
(Lockwood) area of Huddersfield. 
The aim is to deliver a series of 
creative workshops with community 
groups.

River Runs Deep Phase II

One of our charity’s key aims is to 
engage with more young people and 
encourage them to take an interest 
and ownership in our river 
catchment. This has become even 
more important following the 
reported impact of Covid-19 and 
associated lockdowns on the health 
and wellbeing of young people.

At the beginning of the year, we 
invited young people to get in touch 
if they were interested in taking part 
in a youth group project that would 
be defined and run by the youth 
group. Six young people from those 
who came forward were chosen to 
take part. 

The survey received 50 responses, 
with 90% of respondents saying their 
mental health had deteriorated 
during the pandemic but that being 
outside close to nature, did improve 
their mental health. Suggestions for 
improvements to the river included 
where young people would like to 
see benches and seating areas.

Followers: 1,296 
Page likes: 1,080 

Total likes: 1,889
Most effective post: River Fly video, 
191 views.

Followers: 560 
Posts: 67 

Top Tweet: 4 February, Barn Owl 
stretching, 7,783 impressions
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Thornton Lodge Art and Craft workshop HD4

(Yorkshire Live, stolen trees; Yorkshire Post, 
tree planting; Fair Trader, nature trail)
Newspaper/magazine articles: 11 
Total ccm:  540ccm
Advertising value:  £23,270
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Future projects

Youth Participation Project:
Our River Holme Youth Group is an 
ongoing project. The Group will 
continue to develop its proposal to 
secure funds to implement the 
agreed river improvement projects. 
The project will be led entirely by the 
River Holme Youth Group, with 
support from the RHC team. 

Year in Industry 2022-23:
In May, Luke will complete his year in 
industry and return to university to 
finish his degree. Once again, we’ll be 
inviting students to apply for a Year in 
Industry placement with our charity. 
Applications opened in December 
2021.

INNS Out
We’ll continue our bid to remove and
control invasive non-native species 
throughout our catchment. 

2022 will see several ongoing projects continue. There are also a number of exciting new projects planned 
for the coming 12 months that will keep the trustees, team and volunteers busy.  

Education:
As the restrictions around Covid-19 
continue to lift, we’re hoping to 
restart our education programme. In 
2022, we plan to resurrect many of 
our partnerships with nursery, infant, 
primary and secondary schools. 

River Stewardship
We plan to continue with our River 
Stewardship scheme and aim to 
engage with even more riverside 
landowners in our catchment.

River Ranger:
In 2022, we will employ a River 
Ranger. Initially a one-year contract, 
with the possibility of an extension, 
the role will involve assisting with our 
riparian land management 
programme, and engaging with and 
supporting volunteers among other 
activities. It’s anticipated that the 
successful candidate will be in the 
post by April.

Water@ Holme:
Year 2 of our project funded by the 
Yorkshire Water Community Benefit 
continues in 2022. The project 
involves educating people about the
issues and sources of pollution in our 
rivers through the Green Waste and 
Only Rain Down the Drain campaigns. 
Education includes practical ways in 
which everyone can help to tackle 
issues such as composting and 
correct disposal of waste materials. 

Riverside Way:
Plans are already in place to raise 
funds for improvements to the 
Riverside Way. The extent of this 
project is dependent on the level of 
funds raised via grants and 
crowdfunding. 

Tree planting:
Our partnership with The White Rose 
Forest and other organisations 
continues. In 2022 and 2023, we have 
an ambitious, yet realistic, target to 
plant in excess of 50,000 trees and 
hedges within our catchment. This will 
have a positive impact on the 
environment by providing shelter and 
food for wildlife, carbon-capture and 
assisting with flood management.  

Improving Bower Roebuck's riverside
New Mill Dike

Education programme returns in 2022

Tree planting, Meltham

Surveying the Riverside Way

Japanese knotweed control, Holmfirth

Youth Participation Project continues

Year in Industry placement

Water Conservation Trust
We’ve received generous funding 
from the Water Conservation Trust 
for our Mayfly in the Classroom 
project. This kickstarts our long-term 
project to increase engagement and 
education of water quality and river 
habitats among children in our 
catchment schools



Income 2021 2020

Project Grants £188,482 £50,480

Gift Aid Recovered £8,256 £15,328

Donations & sponsorship £40,609 £80,031

Total: £237,347 £145,839

River tidy, Holmfirth River tidy, Holmfirth

Expenditure 2021 2020

Project work £117,532 £37,098

Staff costs £56,131 £54,556

Materials & equipment £31,571 £4,365

Overheads £11,247 £13,094

Total: £216,481 £109,113
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Finance
A full set of accounts is available to view at the River Holme Connections office. Please call 01484 661756 
to arrange an appointment.

In 2021, we received a total income of £237,347, a 63% increase on the project grants, donations and 
sponsorship funds, and gift aid raised in 2020. This comprised:

River Holme Connections acted as the lead partner 
in 'Banks and Branches', a large-scale tree and 
hedge planting project, attracting more than 
£96,000 of Environment Agency funding. A further 
£27,000 was secured from work on the White Rose

Forest project. The large rise in project income 
resulted in donations and Gift Aid contributing less 
in percentage terms. Donations and associated Gift 
Aid returned to more usual levels following one-off 
donations in 2020, to the value of £35,000.

Expenditure for 2021 increased by more than 98% from £109,113 in 2020 to £216,481 in 2021.
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As you can see from the events, 
activities and projects undertaken 
during 2021, we have received an 
amazing amount of help and 
support from individuals, 
organisations, businesses and 
other charities. We would like to 
send our heartfelt thanks to 
everyone involved with our charity 
throughout the past year. 

riverbanks who have permitted 
us to plant trees and hedges, 
providing habitats for wildlife and 
aiding flood management. 

to amaze and inspire us all. You are 
the very heart of our charity.

Thanks once again to the 
landowners, both individuals and 
businesses, who have worked with 
us to improve the river 
environment. Thanks also to those 
landowners away from the

Without our volunteers, we could 
only achieve a fraction of the 
things we've done. It was 
wonderful to be able to welcome
back our volunteers in person 
again this year, as well as 
welcoming new faces. All we can 
say is thank you. Your dedication, 
enthusiasm and motivation to turn 
out in all weathers to plant trees, 
clear litter and generally help in 
whatever way you can, continues Thank you!

Bower Roebuck
Brookes Mill
Burton Safes
Crossroads
Natural Kirklees
Yorkshire Water
Kirklees Council

Environment Agency
Third Sector Leaders 
Newsome Community Forum
Peoples Postcode Lottery
Cummins Turbo Technologies
Perseverance Mill
Laurence Rose

Water Conservation Trust
Central England Co-operative
Holme Valley Parish Council
Huddersfield Bird Watchers Group 
Funds administered by One 
Community Foundation

Many other companies, individuals and community organisations have also contributed to our charity 
through the invasive species programme. We’ve also received financial and in-kind support from: 

Just over £90,000 was paid to the two 'Banks and 
Branches' partner agencies, plus £9,000 materials 
on other tree planting work. This accounted for the 
large increases in materials and equipment and 
project work expenditure compared with 2020.

some items classed as core expenditure in the 
previous year, were charged to project work.

More than half the surplus from 2020 and 2021 is 
designated to the catchment-wide education 
programme which was postponed due to covid 
restrictions, and expected to commence in 2022. 
A further £7,000 is designated for future projects.

Staff costs only increased by inflation, and 
overheads expenditure work was reduced as 
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Bottoms Mill at Sunset


