
Thongsbridge and 

Netherthong Circular
Friends of Holmfirth Library and Tourist Information Centre

Route Summary

A walk which uses paths through woods either side of the Holme Valley and goes by way of the ancient settlements of 

Thongsbridge and Netherthong.

Route Overview

Category: Walking

Rating: Unrated

Surface: Moderate

Date Published: 27th February 2019

Difficulty: Easy

Length: 6.940 km / 4.34 mi

Last Modified: 29th June 2019

Description

A walk which uses paths through woods either side of the Holme Valley and goes by way of the ancient settlements of 

Thongsbridge and Netherthong.

The paths through the woods can be muddy in places.

Waypoints

(53.57010; -1.78786)

With your back to the library, walk to your left and cross the road at the second Pelican crossing towards the Yorkshire 

Building Society. Turn left and walk along the pavement until you reach the Fire Station on your right. Turn right into 

Bridge Lane, cross the lane and continue straight ahead. Cross the River Holme and walk past the turning to 

Summervale on your left. Continue a few yards up the hill and take the steep steps on the left up to Station Road 

(A635)

(53.57270; -1.78330)

At the top, walk to your left along the pavement for approximately 200 yards. (Note the abandoned Tudor- style 

Holmfirth Railway Station on your left). Just past the Bus Stop opposite Town End Road, turn left onto Bramble Bank. 

Follow the road down to the houses and take the tarmac path(an unsigned bridleway) behind the houses ignoring a 
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track uphill to your right and, a short distance on, a second track to the right. The bridleway heads into Berry Bank 

Wood eventually becoming unsurfaced. The path you are on was part of an ancient route bringing salt from Cheshire 

into the West Riding via Holme Moss. From this ancient way, through the trees beneath you to the left, you can see 

evidence of the dismantled Holmfirth Branch line which ran off the main Lancashire and Yorkshire line at Brockholes. 

The Holmfirth Brach was closed to passengers in 1959.

(53.57904; -1.77928)

Follow the main track through the wood ignoring a path to your right and a path with a barrier across it on your left. At 

the end of the wood continue downhill to Miry Lane in Thongsbridge. To your left you will see former textile mill 

buildings. Cross the lane and turn right. Walk uphill and take the first path on your left(footpath sign) which is opposite 

Woodchurch View.

(53.58359; -1.77605)

Follow this path downhill and after a short distance go through the stone squeeze on your right into a small field. You 

will see Thongsbridge Cricket Club to your left. Go through the next stone squeeze and follow the path a short 

distance towards Longlands Wood. Go through the third stone squeeze and follow the path through the wood ignoring 

a minor path to the left. Ignore a path coming in from the right and continue straight ahead alongside garden walls to 

your right. In the wood, to your left, you will get glimpses of the river Holme below and may hear the sound of water 

rushing over a weir that was probably associated with the former dye house downstream.

(53.58796; -1.77107)

At the end of the wood go down steps just before the path joins a minor road(Luke Lane). Cross to the pavement, and 

walk to your left and over a narrow road bridge crossing New Mill Dike. Cross back over the lane after the bridge and 

turn left across the River Holme using Mytholm footbridge. Take a close look at the river and you may see a heron and 

if you are lucky, dippers, wagtails or even a kingfisher. As you follow the path straight ahead you will see a camp site 

to your right.

The path meets the main vehicular route onto the campsite. At this point turn left and follow the track uphill with the 

glamping site on your right. You will come to the busy Woodhead Road(A6024). Cross this with care and pick up the 

track on the opposite side. This takes you along the edge of Hagg Wood.

(53.58961; -1.77895)

When you meet Upper Hagg Road, cross and turn to your left. Walk downhill and at the bottom turn right into Dean 

Brook Road. Watching for traffic, follow the road for half a mile uphill into Deanhouse. Continue past Deanhouse Lane 

on your right and through an area of modern houses either side. On your left you will see a road sign warning of 

children crossing in 50 yards, cross the lane and take a signed footpath up a steep flight of steps to the primary school 

at the top.

(53.58427; -1.78963)

At the top of the path you can stop to appreciate the views before turning right into Wood Street in Netherthong 
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village. Cross over Giles Street and onto Church Street. At the junction on the bend opposite the church, turn left onto 

New Road, cross over carefully and continue downhill staying within the painted line marking the pedestrian footway. 

After about 400 yards you will see a signed path to your left leading into a field. Go over the stone stile to follow this 

path which curves across the field eventually following its boundary. At the bottom of the field, continue through a 

small wooden gate and down steps. Follow the route downhill as it turns right and then left to go down to the main 

Huddersfield to Holmfirth road.

(53.58008; -1.78229)

Cross carefully and walk along the pavement to your right. You will see the Police Station on the left hand side and the 

Memorial Hospital on the right. Take the road on the left into the car park for the Holmfirth Pool and Fitnes Centre. 

After a few yards take the track to your right and follow it down to a children's play area on the other side of the river. 

Follow the path to the right which goes alongside the river and around the football pitch. At the far end of the pitch the 

path goes right through a gap in the fence. Continue along here with the Bowling Club and the Cricket Ground on your 

right.

At weekends your way may appear barred by a metal gate by the foundry. However, there should be 

pedestrian access via a small gate on the right. If this is not the case, you will have to retrace your steps to the 

Pool, onto the main road and turn left to walk along the road into Holmfirth.

(53.57287; -1.78381)

If the way is clear at the foundry, when you emerge on the bend just beneath the turning to Summervale, cross the 

road (Bridge Lane) and start to walk uphill. Almost immediately, take the steps on your right down to the riverside path 

beneath the Co-op. Follow this along the banks of the river, up the last set of steps and cross the River Holme via a 

footbridge.

(53.57140; -1.78501)

Keep walking close to the river until you reach the Bus Station. Stay on the pavement through the bus station and take 

the footbridge on the right across te river towards the Old Bridge Hotel. Immediately turn left past the Picturedrome. 

Turn right onto Victoria Street and walk up to the pelican crossing at the traffic lights. Cross Huddersfield Road, and 

turn to the left to get back to your starting point at the library.
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