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Why is Japanese
knotweed such a
problem?
It kills native plants
It grows through buildings
It is difficult to sell or develop land
with knotweed
Up to a quarter of a million UK
properties are affected.

What is the legislation
surrounding Japanese
knotweed?
It is an offence to plant or otherwise
cause Japanese knotweed to grow in
the wild (Wildlife & Countryside
Act, 1981).
Any contaminated soil or plant material
that is to be disposed of will be classified
as “controlled waste”. It is an offence
to deposit, treat, keep or dispose of
controlled waste without a licence.
Landowners now have a legal
responsibility to control Japanese
knotweed on their property – failure to
comply is an offence and could lead to
a fine or imprisonment (Infrastructure
Act, 2015).

Can anybody treat
Japanese knotweed? No!
Operators must have a pesticides
certificate and a licence from the
Environment Agency
Cutting, mowing, pulling or burning
Japanese knotweed does not kill
it. The regrowth is more difficult to
treat and cut stems and tubers will
contaminate land. You could cause
more harm than good.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Please donate to our Japanese
knotweed treatment fund so we
can carry on with this low cost
solution for all
Ensure professional, certified
operatives treat knotweed - DIY
operations make treatment much
harder down the line
Stop the spread of invasives
by checking all incoming and
outgoing material from your land

GET IN TOUCH:
info@riverholmeconnections.org

Stem injection takes place at
the end of the growing season

How can we work
together to tackle
Japanese knotweed in the
Holme River Catchment?
We want to improve the environment
in our river system for people,
business and wildlife alike. Our work
is carried out by trained local people
to systematically treat every bit of
knotweed along river banks into
the future.
This method of a combination of
specialist stem injection and spraying
has worked well since we began
treatment in 2016.
Raise awareness of knotweed amongst
landowners, businesses, developers
and individuals so that everybody
knows how to identify it, treat it and
stop it from spreading
Raise funds and club together to
get the best value/long-lasting
treatment with minimum harm to the
environment.

Single knotweed treatment
before and after Lower Mill
Lane, Holmfirth 2016

