Control of invasive non-native species
First recorded in the wild
in GB about 1950.
Widespread but not
generally common. Its
normal habitat is wet
woodland.
Found mainly in the
west of England and
throughout Scotland and
Wales.
Distribution map - American skunk cabbage
Source: NBN Atlas - check website for current distribution

American skunk cabbage is a non-native species
management priority in Scotland. To protect
vulnerable wetlands, we need to know where it
grows and find any new populations quickly.

American skunk cabbage
Lysichiton americanus

You can get involved by reporting sightings of
American skunk cabbage growing in the wild via:


Scotland’s Environment Website (no log-in
required), bit.ly/SEW_INNS



iRecord*, www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/



Plant Tracker*, www.planttracker.org.uk/

* Free Apps for IoS and Android
A downloadable identification sheet for this species
is available at www.nonnativespecies.org
Separate leaflets are available outlining the legal
requirements and responsibilities for landowners.
The correct disposal of plant material is vital because
there is a high risk of spreading the problem further. For
advice on disposal please contact:
Environment Agency -(England) Tel: 0370 850 6506
www.environment-agency.gov.uk
Natural Resources Wales Tel: 0300 065 3000
www.naturalresources.wales

Or you can report sightings via Scotland’s
Environmental and Rural Services helpline :
t: 0845 2 302 050
e: info@sears.scotland.gsi.uk
Not every sighting will be a priority for control
but your records will help us to build our
knowledge and to prioritise future action.

Scottish Environment Protection Agency
Tel : 03000 99 66 99 www.sepa.org.uk

American skunk cabbage is a plant of wet ground.
Grows up to 1.5m tall. Bright green, leathery leaves
grow in a rosette. Large yellow flowers in spring .

Further information on the management of this plant
can be found at www.nonnativespecies.org under the
species Information section.

Mature colonies form large dense patches, which suppress the native ground flora by shading.
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Control methods for American skunk cabbage
Non-chemical control
Prevent seeding
Remove flower heads in spring before they set seed. This will
prevent seeding but does not kill the plant. Check for any
flowers that grow later in the summer.
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Green seeds are produced in summer on mature plants
(3 years or older). Seeds fall to the ground and most
germinate next to the mother plant. However, seeds
can also be carried downstream by running water.
Mature plants can be long-lived. Leaves die-back in
autumn. The plant over-winters as fleshy root buried in
the mud.

Control

Digging
Dig out small plants with a spade or fork in May or June.
Repeat in late summer/ autumn if required.
Large plants and large colonies can be removed mechanically.
Take care to avoid damage to sensitive wetland habitats.
Disposal
Dispose of plant material by burying, composting or drying
out on land which will not be flooded (>10m from water).
Unless this is garden waste, you may need to register for a
waste exemption—see contacts overleaf for advice.
Submerged plants
Digging or chemical control are best carried out during a dry
spell when water levels are at their lowest.
Where plants are submerged in water the growing centre
can be pulverised with a pointed spade shaft .

Eradication requires a long-term commitment.
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Flower heads can be gathered to prevent seeding (left)
Stumps can then be treated with herbicide (right)

Chemical control
Chemical control using glyphosate at 6 litres/ha is the most
effective method.
Note that Glyphosate is the only herbicide licensed for use in
or near water. You must hold a certificate of competence to
use a professional herbicide product. You must consult your
local environmental regulator before using herbicides in or
near to watercourses—see contacts overleaf for advice.
Timing of treatments
Spray when the plants are about half grown in May or June.
Repeat in late summer/ autumn as required.

Prevent seeding and remove the mature plants to
cut off the supply of seeds.
Continue to treat any young plants that grow from
seeds, which can remain viable for up to 8 years.

Sensitive areas
Use stem injection equipment to inject a dose of herbicide
directly into the tap root of established plants.
Or make a hole in the centre of the plant using a small spade
or pinch bar and spray herbicide onto the white stump.

Large numbers of seeds may germinate when mature
plants are removed. Follow-up treatments are needed
each year until the seed bank in the soil is exhausted.
Fewer seeds should germinate after 2 to 3 years.
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As with many plants, the sap can irritate the skin.
Please wear suitable gloves and protective clothing
when working with and removing plants.
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Smaller plants may be dug up by hand but this may not be
possible for mature plants with well developed roots.

Chemical control may not be appropriate where the plants are
submerged in water. See non-chemical control methods.

